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Top right photo: Cey Adams; “Love” mural; Photo courtesy of Dumbo BID 
 
 
AN ART LOVER’S GUIDE TO NYC: WHERE TO FIND GALLERIES, CREATIVE SPACE, AND PUBLIC ART 
IN DUMBO 
BY EMILIE MURPHY 
FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

Dumbo, “Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass,” is a highly Instagrammable neighborhood that also happens 
to boast world-class art and cultural attractions. Once a manufacturing hub full of abandoned warehouses, Dumbo is 
now a vibrant area that is one of Brooklyn’s biggest draws. With newfound popularity buoyed by an influx of galleries, 
creative spaces, and public art, this former no man’s land has been refashioned into the height of cool. 
 
Public art 
From window installations to monumental murals, Dumbo has a wide range of public artworks on constant rotation. 
“Every project is different,” explains Alexandria Sica, President of the Dumbo Improvement District. “For example, our 
latest round of mural installations which include works by Cey Adams, Marka27, and Sofia Dawson, were part of a 
new Downtown Brooklyn + Dumbo Art Fund that used a grant from New York State. Those were chosen through an 
open call for proposals and we had a dedicated selection committee that included rockstars of the art world and local 
stakeholders alike.” Other pieces are commissioned directly by the BID, and still, others are brought in by the Public 
Art Fund. 
 

https://dumbo.is/
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Claudia Wieser, “Rehearsal,” 2021, Ceramic, digital prints, stainless steel. Presented by Public Art Fund at Brooklyn Bridge Park, July 29, 

2021 — April 17, 2022. Courtesy Claudia Wieser; Marianne Boesky Gallery, New York and Aspen; and Jessica Silverman, San Francissco. 
Photo: Nicholas Knight, Courtesy of Public Art Fund, NY 

This variety of sources and stakeholders keeps the public spaces dynamic and fresh. On any given day, visitors can 
view site-specific sculpture installations such as Claudia Wieser’s Rehearsal, an immersive experience in Main Street 
Park, or a variety of murals along the BQE created as part of the Murals for the Movement initiative. Meanwhile, on 
Main Street, a small space brings big ideas in the form of Main Window, a rotating public art space that has been 
featuring works by Brooklyn-based artists since 1980.  
 

https://www.publicartfund.org/exhibitions/view/claudia-wieser-rehearsal/?utm_source=Main+Press+List&utm_campaign=ee183c4f73-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_03_03_05_18_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3945788161-ee183c4f73-58449261&mc_cid=ee183c4f73&mc_eid=128d9fa73b
https://www.downtownbrooklyn.com/murals-for-the-movement-presented-by-street-theory-gallery#:~:text=Murals%20for%20the%20Movement%20is,sparking%20conversations%20around%20racial%20and

